
Congratulations to the 
CLASS OF 2020



The Class of 2020 
Humanistic Studies 
Certificate Holders 



Besma Arnaout, French and Italian
The Aporia of Asylum: A Legal and Philosophical Study of the 
Italian and French Refugee Protection Regulations in the ‘European 
Migrant Crisis’
Advisor: Simone Marchesi

Harrison Ceruto, Philosophy
Hermeneutical Injustice and The American Dream: How a nation’s 
seemingly positive ethos can systematically cause harm and 
injustice amongst underprivileged citizens
Advisor: Grace Helton

Janice Cheon, German
'Against the Malaise of Time:' Embodied Fragmentation and the 
Temporalities of the Dada Creaturely, 1919-1937
Advisors: Devin Fore and Michael Jennings

Emma Coley, Religion
Open Your Hearts and Your Buildings: Occupation, Urban 
Theology, and Faithful Responses to Portland’s Village Movement 
Advisors: Eric Gregory and Judith Hamera

Yousef Elzalabany, Near Eastern Studies
Artistic Ideas: Assessing 1960's Arab Intellectual History Through 
Art
Advisor: Jonathan Gribetz

Jacob Goldberg, East Asian Studies
Knowing Subjects and Known Objects: The Disappearance of the 
Individual in Contemporary Chinese Science Fiction
Advisor: Paize Keulemans

Matthew Igoe, Religion
St. Thérèse and Her Readers: A Study in the Catholic Theology of 
the Twentieth Century
Advisor: Denys Turner

Alexander Laurenzi, History
Freedom to Freedom Now!: The Expansion of Jazz's Political 
Tradition During the Civil Rights Movement
Advisor: Joshua Guild



Jaylin Lugardo, Classics
"And Here I Stand, A God Incognito": Optics, Religion, and Space 
in Philip II's Politics
Advisor: Michael Flower

Alexia Martinez, Philosophy                                                              
Wearing Many Hats Well: Ethical Guidance on Occupying 
Professional Roles
Advisor: Michael Smith

Mara Muslea, Slavic Languages & Literatures
Artistic representation of political legacy at Novodevichy cemetery: 
the headstones of Khrushchev, Kaganovich, Gromyko and Yeltsin 
as marginalized narratives
Advisor: Ellen Chances

Rebecca Ngu, English
Walking as Form: Understanding Narrative, Movement, and 
Subjectivity in Woolf, Smith, and Sebald
Advisor: Sarah Chihaya

Tali Pelts, Religion
Ornament of All Sepphoris? Images and Meaning-Making at the 
House of Dionysus
Advisor: Martha Himmelfarb

Katherine Powell, African American Studies
Throwing the Voice, Constructing the Self: Black Feminisms and 
Literature in Martinique and Senegal, 1930s-1970s 
Advisor: Wendy Belcher

Sylvie Thode, English
Up in Arms: Poetries of Resistance from the Northern Irish 
Troubles and the American AIDS Crisis
Advisor: Esther Schor

Kirsten Traudt, Classics
Slavery, Childrearing, and Education in the Roman Empire 
Advisor: Dan-el Padilla Peralta

Jianing Zhao, Slavic Languages & Literatures
Polarities, Peripheries, Practicalities: The Turgenev Library in 
Interwar Paris
Advisor: Katherine Reischl



ADMINISTRATION
Eric S. Gregory

Chair, Humanities Council
Director, Program in Humanistic Studies

Kathleen Crown
Executive Director, Humanities Council

Karyn Zucker Greco
Department Manager, Humanities 

Council

Stephanie Lewandowski 
Program Manager, Humanistic Studies
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